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The ‘Responsible Opposition’ Speaks 


by Hon. Charles A. Halleck 


Minority Leader, House of Representatives 


(* JANUARY 20TH next we will bid farewell to President Eisenhower. But the Presidency 
will go on, and what will happen on January 20th is that there will be a transfer of respon- 


sibility in the White House. That’s the key 
word — responsibility, for the Presidency of 
the United States is a trust to be executed 
soberly — and only upon the most careful 
reflection. 

And having that fact in mind, let me say this: under 
the administration starting January 20th we can have 


good government, sound government, responsible 
government — yes, prudent government — if enough 





eral government are not necessarily members of the 
party I happen to represent. Many bear the other 
party’s label, but they can be counted upon to put 
principle above partisanship when the welfare of our 
country is at stake! 

For those of us who so believe, our job, it seems to 


me, is to let the American people know what we are 
for, rather than what we are against. 


people in this country con- 
tinue to make their voices 
heard as they did on election 
day. 


I am convinced, and Con- 
gressional election returns 
support this view, that the 
majority of this country stands 
for the principles of fiscal re- 
sponsibility which President 
Eisenhower made of cardinal 
importance in his Adminis- 
tration. 


And remember this: all of 
the people who reject exces- 
sive Federal spending and ab- 
hor the concentration of more 

® and more power in the Fed- 


This Issue In Brief 


On January 20, points out Mr. Halleck 
in this Review, there will be a “transfer 
of responsibility” in the White House. He 
terms “responsibility” the “key word” 
for, he adds: “The Presidency of the U.S. 
is a trust to be executed soberly and only 
upon the most careful reflection.” 


In his opinion, the nation can have 
“good government, sound government, re- 
sponsible government — yes, prudent 
government” under the new Administra- 
tion, “if enough people . . . continue to 
make their voices heard.” 


The “responsible opposition” in the 
87th Congress, says Mr. Halleck, will not 
“drag its feet” on military or economic- 
improvement policies but, he warns, it 
“will function to keep government from 
trying to take corners too fast.” 





We are for a strong na- 
tional defense without extrav- 
agance. 


We are for a sound dollar 
that commands respect in the 
money markets of the world 
and protects the buying power 
of our citizens. 


We are for maximum free- 
dom in our private enterprise 
system and for minimum gov- 
ernment intervention in the 
affairs of business. 


We are for economic 
growth that is rooted in our 
free economic system, our 
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versatile and dynamic industrial and marketing system. 


We are for social progress that comes from the 
hustle of the unit, not through bureaucratic com- 
pulsion. 


We are for the government that is as often as pos- 
sible closest to the individual. 


Believing in such principles, we will fight for them 
and we will vigorously oppose all measures which 
would do them violence. 


Too often we overlook the basic fact that not a 
dime can be spent by any administration that isn’t 
first made available by Congressional appropriation. 


The size of the Federal budget represents the cost 
of the spending programs enacted by the Congress 
through the years. 


The size of our public debt and the cheapening of 
our dollar result from the fact that succeeding Con- 
gresses have voted to spend far beyond what they 
have been willing to provide in revenues through tax- 
ation. 


A Challenge to Congress 


This presents a challenge to the new Congress — a 
challenge just as important for me and for my party 
colleagues as for the majority party. 


And we, accordingly, will not be just an opposition, 
dragging our feet and trying to make things difficult 
for the new Administration. 


We will be a responsible opposition. We will coop- 
erate wholeheartedly with any policies designed to 
improve the nation’s military and economic strength. 


But by the same token, we will not hesitate to re- 
mind those in control that they must bear in mind the 
interests of the whole country — not just those of their 
own supporters. 


It will be our function as the responsible opposition, 


Rep. Charles A. Halleck of 
Indiana, will begin his 14th 
consecutive term in the House 
of Representatives on Janu- 
ary 3. He served as Majority 
Leader in the 80th and 83rd 

and was selected 


Congresses, 

as Minority Leader in 1959. 

This Review is on the 

address Rep. Halleck gave at 

the 23rd annual Tax Founda- 
tion dinner on December 6 as he accepted for Presi- 
dent Eisenhower the Foundation’s annual Distin- 
guished Public Service award. 
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to keep the government from trying to take the cor- 
ners too fast. 


It will be our job to see to it that all the facts are 
brought out, that serious questions are thoroughly dis- 
cussed and debated, and that the Congress acts delib- 
erately and not just for the sake of either speed — or 
running up a good score of redeemed promises. 


Similarly, should the time come when our country 
is in danger, it will be our purpose to demonstrate that 
we are a united nation, neither divided nor irresolute. 


Must Practice Thrift 

These are the obligations of a responsible opposi- 
tion, and I expect to do all that I can to see to it 
that we make an effective, conscientious, high-minded 
effort along these lines, with partisanship secondary 
and patriotism primary. 

The Eisenhower Administration has awakened the 
American people to the dangers of fiscal irrespon- 
sibility. 

It fought for balanced budgets—against determined 
opposition. 


It fought threats of further inflation — against de- 
termined opposition. 


It warned of the danger to our security should the 
world lose its respect for the dollar — against deter- 
mined opposition. 


Today everyone realizes that if we are to protect 
the value of the dollar in the world we must practice 
thrift as never before. 


We must reconcile ourselves to living within our 
means. We cannot run the government on credit 
cards. 


We must do these things for one good reason: it’s 
the only way we’re going to survive! 


Programs enacted by past Congresses now require 
Federal spending amounting to about 80 billion dol- 
lars a year. 


And expenditures are still creeping up despite 
everything the Eisenhower Administration has accom- 
plished. 


If we move, now, into a new era of expanded Fed- 
eral programs — programs piled on top of those al- 
ready on the books — what will the size of the budget 
be a few years from now? 


Let nobody doubt this: we will have a hundred 

















Rep. Halleck, personally selected by Presi- 
dent Eisenhower to accept on his behalf Tax 
Foundation’s 1960 Distinguished Public Service 
award to the President said, in receiving the 
silver plaque from Foundation Chairman Ros- 
well Magill: 


“It is my happy privilege to accept the Tax 
Foundation award for 1960 on behalf of the 
President of the United States, Dwight D. Eisen- 
hower. 


“This citation is richly deserved! 


“President Eisenhower for eight years has 
fought hard for the programs and ideas that he 
believed would give sound and sensible govern- 
ment to the United States. And he has succeeded, 
for in future times when historians assess the 
Eisenhower years, they will record that in all of 
America’s history to date, she made the greatest 
real economic progress, the greatest military 
progress and the greatest spiritual progress in 
the eight years under Dwight D. Eisenhower. 


“The statistics prove the first point. America 
has produced more, built more, consumed more, 
spent more, invested more, saved more and 
raised her standard of living more under Dwight 
Eisenhower than under any other President. 


“Our unparalleled military progress is estab- 
lished by the fact that for the first time in history 
we have in peace time built up our military might 
to a point where we can truly deter war and pre- 
serve peace. No other peace time President ever 
led America to such a peak of military prepared- 
ness and efficiency. 


“Our spiritual progress these past eight years 
could be exemplified by many statistics and con- 
tentions, but the best single evidence of this 
progress is the President himself. He is a moral 
man. He has restored clean government. And 
he has made of our country a moral force in 
world affairs. He altered the course of the Suez 
crisis by strongly insisting to our closest allies 
that they adhere to the moral principle that force 
be rejected as a means of settling international 
differences. 


“On every front America has advanced as 
never before in her history. And the ultimate 
proof of this is that the Amerian people know it. 
As all are aware, it is universally recognized 
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that had he run again, Dwight Eisenhower would 
have been overwhelmingly re-elected to a third 
term. 


“I was particularly interested in that part of 
the citation having to do with President’s Eisen- 
hower’s stand against the centralization of gov- 
ernment power — a policy applauded by the 
various organizations serviced by the Tax Foun- 
dation. 


“In 1947, speaking here in New York City at 
the annual dinner of the Pennsylvania Society, I 
said: ‘Our American way of life, as most of us 
understand it, depends in large measure on local 
home rule. The nearer the government is to the 
people, the more people like it, and the better it 
is likely to be. 


“ “A nation of 48 states, spanning a great con- 
tinent from ocean to ocean and from the Lakes 
to the Gulf, cannot be completely and wisely 
governed from Washington.’ 


“The honored guest on that occasion in 1947 
was General Dwight D. Eisenhower, and after 
the dinner was over, he assured me that he was 
as concerned as I about the trend toward cen- 
tralized government in the United States! 


“Is it any wonder that the record of his Ad- 
ministration reflects his convictions on this 
score? On another occasion, several years later, 
General Eisenhower addressed the members of 
Congress. He revealed his deep understanding 
of the reason for America’s success when he 
said that the military was but the ‘cutting edge’ 
of the great economic machine that is the true 
strength of our nation. These insights into the 
person of Dwight Eisenhower, help us to under- 
stand the dedication which has motivated him as 
our President.” 


The plaque presented to President Eisenhower 
read: 


“Presented to the Hon. Dwight D. Eisen- 
hower, 34th President of the United States, in 
recognition of his illustrious leadership of the 
American people, his deep devotion to fiscal 
responsibility and sound government, his reso- 
lute stand against centralization of government 
power and his profound faith in individual lib- 
erty and enterprise.” 
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billion dollar budget five years from now—or sooner. 
Does anybody care? I hope so, and I certainly think so. 


Because if not enough people care, that is exactly 
what is going to happen. 


_ Now, if you put Federal, state and local taxes 
together and total them up, you find that they draw 
off close to one-third of our total national income. 


That’s some measure of the grasp that government 
has on the economy of this country. 


What’s more, it is likely to be worse before it levels 
off, because of the rate at which we are growing and 
the increasing demands for services at every level of 
government. 


Let’s not underestimate the difficulty of controlling 
Qur~budgetary bulge. We are fast approaching the 
point where it will be very hard to squeeze more out 
of the present tax base, with all levels of government 
vying to broaden their fiscal capability, and always 
from the sammgyictim the taxpayer. 


This is not & problem for the man of means. 
This is a situation’ which hits hardest at the man of 
modest income —,the:wage earner. 


We talk about helping people to buy homes, to 
educate their chiidren, to clothe themselves decently, 
to eat adequately, to enjoy leisure and to provide for 
their retirement. 

Let me tell you something: every time government 
taxes more money from their pocketbooks, govern- 
ment is making it harder for them to live in the tradi- 
tion of free Americans. 


Is this what we want for Americans? Is this what 
free Americans want? 


I don’t think so. 
What about our debt situation? 


Our public debt in the Federal government is edg- 
ing close to $290 billion. 


On top of what we officially recognize as debt, we 
have heard Maurice Stans, our Budget Director, tell 
us time and again that we have other obligations for 
C.O.D.’s that will come due over a period of years. 


The grand total, including the official public debt, 
is in the unbelievable range of 750 billion dollars. 


If you add to that the debt of our states and our 
local governments, the over-all total is verging close 
to the trillion dollar mark! 


Some economists feed us tranquilizers by telling us 
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that we need not worry, because we just “owe it to 
ourselves.” 


Personally, I do not find that a very comforting 
analysis. 

There is one other point I want to make about this 
business of responsibility for the nation’s future. 


In the last analysis the President and the Congress 
work for the people of this country. As elected officials 
they tend to do what they think we — as citizens — 
want them to do. I happen to know about that! 


So our citizens ought to blame themselves, too, be- 
cause they are too quick to run to the government 
with their problems — or they stand idly by while 
others run to the government. 


I can tell you from long experience that we could 
stand a little more statesmanship from people other 
than those who are serving government. 


Congress Gives Economy 


When the taxpayers do an about-face — as they did 
two years ago — and demand economy, Congress, 
regardless of its political complexion, gives them 
economy! 

Two years ago President Eisenhower led that fight 
for economy. I did what I could to help. I called on 
the people of this country to let their voices be heard 
— and they responded with an avalanche of mail to 
their Congressmen. 


As for the new Administration, it, too, will respond 
to strong public opinion, strongly expressed. 


I realize that the Tax Foundation does not take 
positions having to do with political attitudes. 


But I am under the impression that the Foundation 
is dedicated to making clear to more people the rela- 
tionship between public spending and taxation. 


In this you are rendering a vital service to the 
nation, and I sincerely hope your efforts will have the 
healthy impact on our national life that is so vital to 
our future well-being. 


I am certain that the great citizen — Dwight D. 
Eisenhower — who has been honored here tonight 
intends in his way to do his part to maintain America’s 


strength. 


Let’s line up beside him, no matter what our poli- 
tics may be. 
For the time is short, the business is serious, and 


the outcome is fateful for all that we believe in as 
citizens of a free America. 





